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TOP SECRET--~PERSONAL 


Dear William: 


By the time you get this letter you may have heard a 
few echoes to the effect that General Erskine and I 
sneaked out a couple of days and went up to Hong Korg 
for a brief look~see, We had been hearing a lot of 
stories floating around, particularly concerning an 
invasion of Indochina, but no one could put his finger 
on anything. On top of that, French intelligence was 
obviously lousy and British inadequate. So it seemed 

a good idea to do some evaluating of our own quietly. 
We did not find much of great value, beyond determining 
that precious little worthwhile is known. But that is 
another subject. 


What made the trip really worthwhile was something else, 
From a variety of sources, in some of which I have 
complete confidence, came the highly interesting infor- 
mation that every province in China south of the Yang- 
tse is in a state of civil war. In a couple of these 
provinces, which I will not name in order to protect 
some sources, there is every reason to believe that 
a very small amount of aid now, say a few hundred 
thousand dollars plus a little equipment would put the . 
control of these provinces on our side. I have known one 
of the leaders for a long time and believe him to be 
competent and trustworthy. 


The advantages of such a development are twofold: 1. It 
would compel Peking to retaliate on the area, thus 
diverting forces from other adventures, such as Formosa, 
and drain resources, 2. I have been greatly impressed 

by the masses of ple in Southeast Asia who are fence . 
sitting to make /EHEY come out on the winning side. I 
think it highly questionable how much of our program can 
succeed without their support. Nor can I think of anything 
better calculated to swing the waverers than what I 

have mentioned above. I believe most Southeast Asians 

want us to win, but they want some evidence wé will 

before they stick their necks out. A real splash in China 
would galvanize Southeast Asia, I am sure, and this 
little caper would be more than 4@ splash. 
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Perhaps it would be possible for some discreet 
approach to be made to OPC to wring out of them what 
they know about this and coincidentally to drive 
them, or someone else, into quick and effective 
action. Out here, I don't know quite what or how the 
approach should be made. Possibly Krentz, You will 
know best about that. The one thing I cannot stress 
enough is how dreadfully important I think this is. 


I would ask one thing. OPC must never be able to trace |: 
this or any part thereof back to me because if they did,! 
a couple of other heads would then become apparent to 
them and thence immediately quite useless to, anyone. 
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